The molecule of the title compound, C 21 H 17 N 3 O, is built up from fused five-and six-membered rings connected to a methyl group, a phenyl ring and an (iminomethyl)phenol group. The fused ring system is almost planar (r.m.s. deviation = 0.031 Å ) and forms dihedral angles of 64.97 (7) and 18.52 (6) with the phenyl ring and the (iminomethyl)phenol group, respectively. In the crystal, centrosymmetric molecules are linked by pairs of C-HÁ Á Á interactions into dimeric units, which are further connected by O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds to form layers parallel to (101). 
Related literature
For the biological activities of imidazo [1,2a] pyridine derivatives, see: Solomons et al. (1997) ; Bhandari et al. (2008) ; Ertl et al. (2000) . For the synthesis of related compounds, see: Radi et al. (2015) ; Elaatiaoui et al. (2014) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) .
Experimental

Crystal data
Cg1 is the centroid of the C15-C20 ring. 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2014/7 (Sheldrick, 2015) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON (Spek, 2009 ) and publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
S1. Comment
Our interest on imidazo [1,2a] pyridine derivatives allowed us to investigate on the synthesis with a good yield of novel Schiff base compounds from this series by using acetic acid as catalyst (Radi et al., 2015) . Schiff bases are known for their important therapeutic properties (Solomons et al., 1997; Bhandari et al., 2008; Ertl et al., 2000) . The present paper is a continuation of our research work devoted to the development of imidazo [1,2a] pyridine derivatives with potential pharmacological activities (Elaatiaoui et al., 2014) .
The molecular structure of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . The fused five-and six-membered rings are almost coplanar, with a maximum deviation of 0.054 (2) Å for atom C4. The mean plane through the fused ring system makes dihedral angles of 64.97 (7)° and 18.52 (6)° with the phenyl ring (C8-C13) and the (iminomethyl)phenol group (N3/C14-C20), respectively. The dihedral angle between the two aromatic rings C8-C13 and C15-C20 is 69.25 (7)°. The cohesion of the crystal structure is ensured by C-H···π interactions (Table 1) 
S2. Experimental
To 7-Methyl-2-phenylimidazo[1,2-a]pyridin-3-amine (2.39 mmol) dissolved in 20 ml of dry diethyl ether two drops of acetic acid as catalyst (0.3 ml) were added, and the solution was stirred for 15-20 minutes at room temperature. Then 4-hydroxybenzaldehyde (2.39 mmol) was added and the reaction mixture stirred for 24 h at room temperature. The reaction was monitored by TLC. The formed product was filtered and washed with dry ether. The final purification was performed by recrystallization from hot methanol to give a crystalline powder. The powder was recrystallized from methanol and after 3 days the formed green crystals were filtered on Hotman paper (Yield 92.15%).
Spectral data. R f = 0.50 (silica, CH2Cl2/CH3OH: 9/1). 160.87; 158.06; 142.28; 135.41; 134.78; 132.47; 130.38; 128.55; 128.48; 127.54; 127.26; 123.04; 115.80; 115.22; 115.02; 20.76 . m/z (M+): 328.00. IR: ν (CH═N, imine) = 1655 cm The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms are represented as small circles of arbitrary radius. 
Special details
